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•- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address » 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 January 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 0,G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

V 

4) H Claim(s) 1.14-28 and 30-48 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1. 14-28.30-48 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) . are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the. Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1,18,28,48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter disclose "customizing 
the user interface associated with at least one of the receiver computers such that the receiver 
computer has a user interface selected from one of a plurality of possible user interfaces based 
upon a respective notification message received by the receiver computer", which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, 
or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 163 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 14-28,30-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Smith et al (U.S. 6,385,655), Haffet al (6,442,571) and Teper et al (U.S. 5,815,665). 



Application/Control Number: 09/483,171 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2145 

As per claims 1,18,28,48 Smith disclosed a method for interchanging documents between a 
sender computer associated with a sending party, a server, and plurality of a receiver computers 
(col. 5, lines 39-47), each associated with a respective receiving party and each including a 
display mechanism for displaying a user interface to a respective receiving party (col. 5, lines 62- 
67 & col. 6, lines 1-4), comprising: storing one of the documents in a sender computer storage 
means; uploading the document stored in the sender computer storage means into a server 
storage means as an uploaded document (col. 5, lines 40-56), downloading the uploaded 
document from the server storage means into a respective one of a plurality of receiver computer 
storage means associated with each of the receiver computers upon the issuance by a respective 
receiver computer of a download Command signal to the server (col. 3, lines 15-36); and 
transmitting a response message from the receiver computer associated with a given one of the 
recipients including at least one of: (i) a response to the document downloaded to a respective 
receiver computer storage means; (ii) an edited version of the document downloaded to a 
respective receiver computer storage means; and (iii) a new document from a respective receiver 
computer storage means (col. 7, lines 45-59), wherein the response message is transmitted from a 
respective receiver computer storage means of a respective receiver computer to the sender 
computer storage means of the sender computer via the server storage means of the server (col. 
8, lines 13-41); 

Smith failed to disclose wherein the uploading of the document from the sender computer 
storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission; selecting one or more of the 
receiving parties as recipients to which a given document is to be sent; issuing a respective 
notification message from the server to the one or more receiver computers associated with each 
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of the receiver computers, each notification message indicating that the uploaded document is 
available in the server storage means; wherein the downloading of the document from the server 
storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission, and wherein the response message 
is transmitted via an encrypted data transmission. 

In the same field of endeavor Haff disclosed the signal may also include a certifying source code 
segment that communicates with an independent certifying processor that verifies return receipts 
for point of origin, destination, and successful completion information. The independent 
certifying processor sends verification certification to the device that originated the data transfer 
upon successful completion of the data transfer (col. 9, lines 1-11). The connected devices via 
the data port within the first device. The dat transfer source code segment transfers data between 
the connected devices via the data ports so that data is substantially simultaneously transferred 
between a variable number of devices via the dynamically assigned data ports (col. 8, lines 43- 
47). The signal may also include a return receipt source code segment that generates and sends a 
return receipt. The return receipt typically includes point of origin, destination and successful 
completion information, and is sent from the device that received the data transfer to the device 
that transferred the data upon successful completion of the data transfer (col. 8, lines 61-67). The 
transmitter also includes an encryptor that encrypt each file prior to transmission. The rceiever 
also includes a decryptor that decrypts each file upon receipt. In such a file transfer system the 
encryptor encrypts every file prior to the transmission (col. 6, lines 55-59). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have incorporated wherein the uploading of the document from the sender computer 
storage means is carried out via encrypted data transmission; issuing a notification message from 
the server to the receiving party associated with the receiver computer, the notification message 
indicating that the uploaded document is available in the server storage means; wherein the 
downloading of the document from the server storage means is carried out via encrypted data 
transmission, and wherein the response message is transmitted via an encrypted data 
transmission as taught by Haff in the method of Smith to make a system more efficient in order 
to provide immediate and secure assured delivery of documents from sender to recipient. 

However Smith-Haff failed to disclose, "customizing the user interface associated with at least 
receiver computers such that the receiver computer has a user interface selected from one of a 
plurality of possible user interfaces based upon a respective notification message received by the 
receiver computer". 

In the same field of endeavor Teper disclosed, "The Brokering Agent accesses the accounts 
database 64B to obtain the user-specific customization information (e.g. display preferences, 
connection speed, geographic regions, etc), If any, to be provided to the WWW site 50 with the 
subsequent verification message. In addition the, the Brokering Agent queries the MSN security 
system (as indicated by arrow I in FIG 4) for the user's access rights with respect to the WWW 
site 50 (col. 17, lines 65-67, col. 18, lines 1-7). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have incorporated The Brokering Agent accesses the accounts database 64B to 
obtain the user-specific customization information (e.g. display preferences, connection speed, 
geographic regions, etc), If any, to be provided to the WWW site 50 with the subsequent 
verification message. In addition the, the Brokering Agent queries the MSN security system (as 
indicated by arrow I in FIG 4) for the user's access rights with respect to the WWW site 50 in the 
method and system of Smith-Haff to make a system more efficient in order to provide immediate 
and secure assured delivery of documents from sender to recipient. 



3. As per claims 14,30 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the step of issuing the 
respective notification message further comprises issuing the respective notification message via 
email (Smith, col. 5, lines 48-54). 

4. As per claims 15,31 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the step of uploading the 
document stored in the sender computer storage means further comprises uploading the 
document at predetermined time intervals (Smith, col. 3, lines 20-36). 

5. As per claims 16,32 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the respective notification 
message includes data indicative of new documents uploaded into the server storage means from 
the sender computer storage means since the issuance of a previous respective notification 
message (Haff, col. 9, lines 1-23). 
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6. As per claims 17,33 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the step of issuing a respective 
notification message further comprises issuing a respective message report to at least one of the 
sending party and a manager of the server, wherein the respective message report includes data 
indicative of whether a document has been downloaded by a given recipient (Haff, col. 9, lines 
1-23). 

7. As per claim 19 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the communications network is a 
global communications network (Smith, col. 5, lines 39-44). 

8. As per claims 20,34 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein at least one of: (a) the 
interchanged documents; and (b) the response transmitted from the receiver computer storage 
means associated with a given one of the recipients to the sender computer storage means is in 
the form of a computer file (Smith, col. 17, lines 61-67). 

9. As per claims 21,35 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the computer file includes one 
of at least text data, binary data, still image data, moving image data, and audio data (Haff, col. 
21, lines 19-27). 

10. As per claims 22,36 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the sender computer storage 
means is local relative to the sender computer, the server storage means is local relative to the 
server, and the receiver computer storage means associated with a given one of the recipients is 
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local relative to the receiver computer_associated with a given one of the recipients (Smith, col. 
5, lines 62-67 & col 6,. lines 1-4). 

11. As per claims 23-24,37-38 Smith-Haff-Teprer disclosed wherein the step of uploading 
the document from the sender computer storage means further comprises authenticating an 
identity of the sender computer and an identity of the server (Haff, col. 26, lines 54-63). 

12. As per claims 25,39 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the step of transmitting a 
response message from the receiver computer_associated with a given one of the recipients to the 
sender computer via the server further comprises authenticating an identity of the receiver 
computer associated with a given one of the recipients, an identity of the server, and an identity 
of the sender computer (Haff, col. 30, lines 27-50). 

13. As per claims 26,40 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the step of selecting one or 
more of the receiving parties as recipients further comprises associating an email address with 
each of the recipients (Smith, col. 8, lines 1-7). 

14. As per claims 27,41 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the step of associating an email 
address with each of the recipients further comprises adding a security designation to each email 
address of each recipient (Smith, col. 8, lines 1-15). 
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15. As per claim 42 Smith-Hagff-Teper disclosed wherein the uploading means further 
comprises a sender client software program associated with the sender computer in 
communication with a server software program associated with the server (Smith, col. 5, lines 
21-31). 

16. As per claims 43,45 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the sender client software 
program comprises a web browser and the server software program comprises a web server 
software program (Smith, col. 5, lines 39-55). 

17. As per claim 44 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the downloading means and the 
transmitting means further comprise a receiver client software program associated with the 
receiver computer associated with a given one of the recipients in communication with a server 
software program associated with the server (Smith, col. 6, lines 5-21). 

18. As per claim 46 Smith-Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the sender computer has installed 
thereon a client groupware software program, wherein the sender computer is connected to an 
intranet, wherein the intranet includes an intranet server (Smith, col. 10, lines 45-52), wherein 
the intranet server has installed thereon a server groupware software program for communicating 
with the client groupware software program, and wherein the sender computer communicates 
with the server via the intranet server (Smith, col. 10, lines 53-67). 
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19. As per claim 47 Smith- Haff-Teper disclosed wherein the client groupware software 
program is a Lotus Notes software program and wherein the server groupware software program 
is a Lotus Domino software program (Smith, col. 8, lines 1-14). 



Conclusion 



20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner 
should be directed to Adnan Mirza whose telephone number is (571)-272-3885. 

13. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday during normal business 
hours. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason Cardone can be reached on (571)-272-3933. The fax for this group is (703)- 
746-7239. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for un published 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866)-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). 

Adnan Mirza 
Examiner 




